
Dublin City Council and Social Innovation Fund Ireland host 

Information Seminar for Social Enterprises 

Social Enterprises looking to learn more about the new €1.6M Social Enterprise Development 

Fund are invited  

Dublin City Council, in partnership with Social Innovation Fund Ireland, are hosting an information 

seminar for local social enterprises to learn more about how they can apply for funding from the 

new €1.6 million Social Enterprise Development Fund. The deadline for applications is the 28th 

March.  

The event will take place in Wood Quay Venue, Dublin City Council Civic Offices on Friday 23rd 

February at 12.30pm. Interested social enterprises can register for the free seminar at 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/social-enterprise-development-fund-roadshow-dublin-tickets-

42938849254  

The Social Enterprise Development Fund has been established by Social Innovation Fund Ireland, in 

partnership with Local Authorities Ireland with the support of IPB Insurance, a wholly owned Irish 

mutual insurer and the Department of Rural and Community Development from the Dormant 

Accounts Fund.  

This new fund will be delivered over the course of two years and will offer the chance for up to eight 

social enterprises per year from across Ireland to receive a cash grant of €50,000 to put towards 

growing their organisation. The successful applicants will also receive a place on Social Innovation 

Fund Ireland’s six-month Accelerator programme that is designed to help them  grow and develop 

their ideas into powerful community solutions through ongoing support and advice.  

Greg Swift (Head of Enterprise and Economic Development)  from Dublin City Council said; “The new 

Social Enterprise Development Fund is an important initiative which is run in partnership with the 31 

local authorities throughout Ireland to support people in social enterprises who are creating jobs 

and services and helping to build resilient communities. There are many organisations throughout 

Dublin who I believe could benefit from the finance and expertise available from Social Innovation 

Fund Ireland and I encourage them to attend our free seminar on the 23rd  of February to learn 

more.”    

John Evoy, Social Enterprise Development Fund Manager, said, “Social enterprises differ from 

commercial enterprises in that they have a social mission and re-invest surpluses back into the 

organisation.  Their importance to local economies is being increasingly recognised.  Social 

Innovation Fund Ireland is committed to supporting these enterprises throughout Ireland. We 

expect a lot of interest in our new Social Enterprise Development Fund and, we want to give social 

enterprises the best opportunity to pitch for funding. The seminar will give interested social 

enterprises the chance to ask any questions they may have about the fund and how it could possibly 

benefit them.” 

ENDS. 

Further Information: 

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/social-enterprise-development-fund-roadshow-dublin-tickets-42938849254
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/social-enterprise-development-fund-roadshow-dublin-tickets-42938849254
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Notes to Editors: 

What is a social enterprise? 

Social enterprises are organisations whose mission is to have a positive effect on society. They 

generate revenue through their products or services and reinvest their profits back into their social 

mission.  

Social enterprises develop solutions to Ireland’s most pressing social issues by creating jobs, tackling 

disadvantage and supporting community development. 

We believe there is a need to foster and invest in these social enterprises to allow them to grow 

their impact and for their solutions to be replicated throughout the country. 

Who can apply? 

The applicant must be a social enterprise with a not-for-profit legal form. Social enterprises are 

defined as organisations that: 

● Have a clear social mission and make a social impact 

● Generate income from goods or services 

● Reinvest any surplus into achieving their mission 

● Are separate from government or state agencies 

 

More information on the fund can be viewed here:  

http://www.socialinnovation.ie/social-enterprise-development/  
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